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The New*.
By the arrival of the City of Washington, at this

port, and the North Briton, at Portland, we have
European advices to the 2Gth ult.. five d*y* lator
than those previously received. The newB Uimportant,both politically ana commercially.
The Britii-h Parliament met on the 24 th alt. The

speech from the throne alludes to the Italian question,the new commercial policy of the Emperor of
the French, the war wiih China, the San Juan dis.
pute with the United States, the war between
Spain and Morocco, and other subjects of moment,
but it is particularly decidcd in favor of tho noninterventionof foreign -tatea in the affairs of tho
Italian peninsu'a.
A terrific gale had swept the coast of England,

causiog immense damage to shipping. Brief par'
ticulars of disasters to American vessels are given
in our telegraphic summary of the news.

Capt. Harrison,commander of the Great Easternwasdrowned in the harbor of Southampton by the
upsetting of a boat.
A new commercial treaty between France and

England has been signed at Paris. But little is
known lespecting its provisions.

At London on the 26th ult. consols were qaoted
at 94J a formoney, and 94$ a 94J for account.
a decline of 4 as compared with the rates current
on the sailing of the Asia.
Tho Liverpool cotton market was quiet, but

Btesdy. with f-alcs of 24,000 bales daring the three
days preceding the 2.1 th. Some circulars quote
prices easier, while others note a partial decline of
one sixth of a penny. Provisions and breadstuff
Lad undergone uo material change.
We have accounts from Morocco dated at Mogadoron the 2d ult. CO,000 men, the pick of the

Moorish army, were encamped on the hills beyond
Mogador, and ready for action. A courier had arrived,stating that the Moors had taken in all COO
prisoners, and that the Emperor had paid $4 per
head for having brought them alive to the capital.
The overland mail arrived at Malloy's station on

Tuesday night, with advices from Han Francisco to
the 16th ult., and from the Sandwich Islands to the
31st December. No change had occurred in the
Ban Francisco marketa, and no vessels had arrived
from Atlantic ports subsequent to the departure of
the previous mail. Among the passengers lost by
Die wreck of the steamer Northerner, off Cape
Mendocino, on the 6th nit., were Mr. Bloomfield, a
son of the Bishop of London, and Mr. French, son
of Captain T. W. French, of the Forty-second regiment,British army. There was a movement on
frot in Sacramento to elect a successor to United
States Senator Gwin during the present session of
the Legislature, but the Governor disapproved of
the project. The news from the Sandwich Islands
is unimportant.
The latest advices from Captain Page, command.

ing the United States exploring expedition in tne
interior of South America, were dated on board of
the Argentina, at Comerities, on the 30th of No'
vcmber. The general health of the crew and offi"
cers was good. Captain Page states that the ex

ploratioDH had been greatly extended in the head
waters of the Paraguay, ascending to Cniaba, two
thousand miles above tide water. The steamer
Alpha, one of the vessels of the expedition, was a1
Argentina, to be put in condition for defencc agains1
Indian arrows.

By the arrival of the brig T. B. Wattson, Captain
Monday, at this port yesterday,from Porto CabelloVenezuela,we learn that the country was in a

dreadful state. Capt. M. reports that on the day
he sailed all the stores at Porto Cabello were ordered
to be closed in expectation that Amora and Falcon
would make an attack upon the town.
We have Bermuda papers dated on the 17th u!t.,

l)ut later news had already been received.
We have received some additional psrtkulars

relative to the capture of the bark Orion, of this
port. In the early part of December last, the
British war steamer Pluto fell in with a bark showingAmerican colors, but suspecting her of being a

elaver, f-cnt a boat on board, and found her to be
the Orion, of New York, Captain Morgan, from the
coast of Africa, with 1,023 slaves on board, bound
to Cuba. When the vessel was brought into oort.
be had on board eight hundred and seventy-one

negroes, of which numbet sixty eight were women,
one hundred and twenty seven girls, two hundred
and seventy three men, three hundred and ninetyBixboys, and seven, sex unknown. Before the
vessel arrived, one hundred and fifty-two had
died, which wonld make the total number taken on
board when she left the coast of Africa ten hun'
dred and twenty-three. When the Pluto and th«
Orion arrived at St. Helena, the British commander
surrendered the slaver to the United States steamer
Mystic, which will doubtless send her to a port in
the United 8tates for trial. The slaves, however,
were landed, and wonld remain under the care
of the United States Consul until advised by the
Commodore on the station what farther disposition
to make of them. The Orion ia of 449 tons bar
then, with one deck, bat beams for between decks
nd waa built at Newcastle, He., in 1846. The

Hystic arrived at St Helena from St Paul de Loin
do on the 14th of December, all well.
The bark Emily, which was brought to thii port

from the coast of Africa, in charge of United States
officers, sailed from Greenpolnt for the Africa*
roast on Saturday night last. 6he was tawed
through Hellgate,and passed through Long Islind
Pound.
Tbe New York State Agricultural Society met

at Albany yesterday, and organized for the coming
year by choosing Hon. B. M. Huntington. of Rome,
I. r TreridtDt The Treasurer's statement shows a

Lalance of I5.69G on hand. The next annual fair
tfil* k- kli la Esirx

NE
TLe dc ws from W&shingtou this morning w

iuterentiLg. Ihc feeuale yesterday resumed
tbc consideration of the Post Office Appropriationtill, the question being od the amendment,
proposed by the Finance Committee, abolishing
the trunkijig privilo«e. Considerable time was

t-pent in d utuauiug aud voting upon trivial amend
mentis to the proposition, and finally the franking
privilege amendment wag rejected, but no further
action waa taken aa regards the passage of the bill
the mail contractors sent in a memorial asking for
the immediate parage of the bill, omittiug the nix
per cent interest on their claims, looking to future
legislation for a settlement. The Printing Com
mittee recommended the printing of ten thousand
copies of Majors Mordscai And Delaiield's report
on the war in the Crimea, but the Senate rejected
it by a vote of 2,r» to 31, and by a large majority
refused to reconsider the vote.
The republican members of the House yesterday

selected Mr. Defrees, editor of the Indianapolis
Atlas, as their candidate for Printer. Our Washingtoncorrespondent gives a pretty clear insight
into the corrupt meuns by which this nomination
wns brought about

In the State Senate yesterday remonstrances
were presented against removing the landing
places of the Sound steamers, and against assentingdamages for the destruction of the Quarantine
buildings without a trial Oral being had. The bill
donating 11,000,000 m aid of the Albany and SuaqueliannahRailroad waa passed. An exciting and
prolonged executive session waa held on the Near
j ork appointments. Messrs. uarDcr, Edward Murray,Hart L. Murray, Jos. Tinkhamand Jus.Coulter,
appointed Harbor Masters, were confirmed. Mr.
Van Valkenburg's nomination, and also that of Mr.
Lounsbury, as Port Warden, was laid on the table.
In the Assembly Mayor Wood and several other
gentlemen were tendered the privilege of the floor.
Mr. Vajian made a minority report against the Pro
Rata Freight bill. The bill to compel the attendancec f witnesses before municipal committees was
passed. Mr. Milliken's motion to priut the testimonybefore the Pro Rata committee was debated.
Among the bills introduced was one abolishing the
Board of Health, and creating a sanitary district
composed of New York, Kings and Richmond couu!ties. Several other bills relating to New York and
Brooklyn were also introduced, as will be seen on
reference to our despatches. l

The Republican General Committee held a meetinglast evening, and among other business transactedadopted a resolution condemning the RepublicanState Committee for adopting the State Conventionplan for selecting delegates to the Chicago
Convention, instead of the system of choosing said
delegates by districts.
In the Court of Oyer and Terminer yesterday,

Moses Stafford, indicted for the murder of an uo.
born quick child, pleaded guilty to manslaughter in
the second degree, and was remanded for sentence.
The trial of Henry Loughrane, charged with killing
Timothy Mulcahy, was concluded, and the jury
rendered a verdict of manslaughter in the third de.
grce.
In the Court of General Sessions yesterday the

Grand Jury were sworn in for the present term.
Richard A. Eddy, a colorcd sailor, was convicted of
stabbing James Boston with a knife, on the corner
of Feck slip and Front street, on the 28th of June
last. He was remanded for sentence.
The usual weekly meeting of the Emigration

Commissioners took place yesterday. The Secretaryread the minutes of a private special meeting
of the Board, at which the annual report to be
forwarded to the Legislature was submitted and
adopted. Nothing concerning the information containedin this report transpired, however. It was

announced by Captiin Crabtree that something
will come up in the Legislature to-day of importancein reference to Quarantine, but no further in.
formation on this subject was developed. The letterof May >r Wood on the subject of licenmng runners,and explanatory of his non-attcndance at the
Board, which has already been published, was read
and filed. The emigrants landed here during the
week numbered 100. The usual report of the
Treasurer was not submitted. The Board have a

peculiar method of transacting all their business
of the slightest moment in an almost inaudible
voice, and they seem desirous of withholding as

mnch as possible of their proceedings from the
newspapers.
The receipts of beef cattle at the Washington

yard during the past week were largely in excess
of the week previous, and prices declined one-half
to one cent per pound, ranging from 6c. to 10c., includingall kinds. Cows were steady and unchanged.Veals were in fair demand at previous
prices. Bheep and lambs were plenty, dull, and
50 cents per head lower. Swine were active, and
4c. per pound higher. The receipts, including those
at Bergen Hill, amount to 4,690 beef cattle, 93 cow a,
402 veals, 9,292 sheep and lambs, and 3,000 swine.
The sales of cotton yesterday embraced about 2,600

bales, included in which wero 1,600 bales in transitu. I.ots
In store were dull at llj£c. for middling uplands. The
Hour market was active, and prices of common and mediumgrades were, in many cases, 6c. per barrel higher.
Southern flour was also firmer, with a fair amount of
sales, including some purchases for export to the West ladies.Wheat was in fair milling demand, with sales of
Milwaukee club at (1 18, and white Canada at tl 40, in
store. Corn was in fair request, with moderate sa'es, at
unchanged prices. 1'ork was firm and active, and in
speculative demand, with sales of some 7,600 a 8,000 barrels,including some 4,000 so'.d for future delivery, sellers'
and buyers' option, deliverable in March and during summer.at rates given in another column. Sugars were firm
but <iuiet. About 100 bhd.t. Cuba sold, in lots, and *>0
bcx< s, at rates given in another place. Co.t'»o was quiet,
but firmly hold. Freights were steady, with a fair amount
of er^ngements to Ijvorpool aud Londou.

Si <iu' stiox8 for the Prevention ok Acoiix.ntn. --V,Ik never an accident of an abpnrhint*-rV,rr>Hflr noonrs trh<»lh«r it lift

the breaking of the Atlantic cable, the
burning of a tenement house, or the fall
of the Pemberton Mills, we are favored
with each an amazing quantity of correspondencesuggesting all kinds of measures for preventionand remedy, that the wonder is how
any accidents happen at all.there seem to be
so many inventions and appliances for avoiding
them. Since the fatal conflagration in Elm street
we have received some fifty or more letters on
various modes of escaping from burning buildings,many of which we have published, and
many more remain unused. One writer thinks
that no bouse should be built higher than four
stories, or, if they are, that every floor should
have an iron gallery in front, each one connectingwith the other by means of a hatchway
and step ladder. Another suggests that the
flnnr tiirihara nf <t«or« Kaiioa nKnnM a
uvv* -«»v» w V* % r « « J UVU47V IHIVUtU UW T V « VOO*'

iron shoe at the end where it runs into the
brick work, to prevent accidents by fire from
imperfect flues. Another, again, inclines to the
fire escape principle employed in London, suggestingthat the escapes should be chained to
every hydrant throughout the city, and the keys
deposited at the station bouses, engine houses,
the bouse opposite every hydrant, and with the
policemen on duty at night; while another proposesto insert iron bars in the front wall of
every tenement house, at close intervals, which
migoi mtto as Men ia<i<i?rs m cue 01 ore.

Upon the whole, we hare received bo many
suggestions as to modes of escape, that there
seems little room to expect any further disaster
like that in Elm street, for which no remedy
may be adopted. If such should occur, it will
not be for want of fertility iu devising the
mean* of preventing iu '

W YORK HERALD THU
Tkc Recent Attack on the Preetdent.

What \\ 111 tile Hauir Do I
Wt> ropiSnt in another colutna the disgrace-

rui alia >-.« mora i/mg speecb made by ttie (JiorK
of the Uou&e of Uepresentatives at thedrunken
orgie wliith followed hie electiou on Friduy
last.

It will be remembered that, io a previous articlenp'/& tbir- subject, we poiuted out to the
House us its duty in the premises the necessity
of raiding a committee of investigation to take
proofs in verification of the report of the speech
as made in the Hkiiald, preliminary to the expulsionof thu officer who had been guilty of
such an outrageous assault upon the representativeof a co-ordinate branch of the government.thechief executive officer of the nation.
With a degree of effrontery quite unparalleled
in the history of libellers, the Clerk of the
IToupe prints our report almost verbatim et literatimin his own paper, and prefaces it with his
own endorsement as to its correctness. We
ilnd the same vulgar attacks upon the President,the same blackguard comments from the
foul mouths of the orator's drunken admirers.
The President, according to the Clerk of the
HnnM. is a dMDAt. a traitor tn hia nUdffM n

disgrace to the position he holds, a despicable
coward, and much more to the same purpose.
All this, in the first place spoken to a ruffianly
mob, made up of the offscourings of Washington,and now, after due deliberation, repeated
under the authority of the mean and miserable
band, heart, tongue and brain which conceived
it
We think.and we believe every one who has

at heart the dignity of the country, the sacred
memory of the patriots and sages who spent
their blood and treasure freely as water to
guarantee free institutions to their descendantsfor all time, will also think- that the
conduct of the person who has been elected
Clerk tops the infinite of insult. He has
been guilty of a double offence. In the first
place he has deliberately disgraced and brought
into public derision the body which has just
cnosen mm 10 me second oince in its gat. ine
House of Representatives, the popular branch
of a Congress chosen to represent thirty millionsof civilized people, owes, whatever may
be its political complexion, a certain degree of
respect and consideration to the executive
head of the government. It is not Mr. Buchananwho is to be thus considered and respected.itis the President of the United States.
When the government bccomes so contemptiblethat it cannot command even external courtesyamong its members, the position of the
nation is indeed dangerous. Therefore, wheu
we see a person who holds so important
an office as that of Clerk of the House using
his triumph now, by partisan chicanery, as

the text whereon to hang a tirade of vulgar,
low, scandalous vituperation against the
venerable statesman who has spent his life in
the service of bis country, and has administered
most faithfully the executive duties which the
nation called him to perform, we 6ay that it
is the Congress and the country, rather than
Mr. Buchanan, that have been disgraced by the
vile outpourings of the petty fpite of a disappointedspoilsman, and that it is the duty of
the Iloufe to mark in some active and searchingway its condemnation of the misconduct of
its Clerk. As for bis second offence.his ingratitudeto his patron.the proper punishment for
that is the scorn and contempt of all good and
true men.

If this attack upon the President is permitted
to go unrebuked it will be a national shame.
Think for a moment of the manner in which
European diplomats and publicists will gloat
over so delightful a specimen of the manners
and the morals of the model republic. Fancy
the London limes asking its readers what they
would think of a similar exhibition on the part
of the Clerk of the House of Commons, or the
Paris Constitutionnd transferring the scene to
the banks of the Seine and the actors to the
Chamber of the Corps Legislatif and salles of
the Tuileries. Such occurrences would be
quite as impossible there as they would hare
been here in the earlier days of the republic,
when, notwithstanding the fact that partisan
warfare was more bitterly because more

ably conducted than at the present day<
the utmost decorum was maintained between
the representatives of the several branches of
the federal government. The country in those
days sent statesmen and gentlemen to Congress.
What order of persons have taken their places
may be inferred from the recent occurrences at
Washington.
The character of the House has been so far

deteriorated by the venality and corruption of
its members, and the majority are so bound
with the Khnrklps of the lnbhv. nnri nhcdiAnt.
to the crack of the party whip, that there is
but little hope that they will ever make any
united effort to purge the House of the unclean
beast who has been foisted by intrigues and an

unscrupulous use of vile party machinery into
the Clerk's chair. Time was when the position
of a member of Congress was so f&r elevated
that every man in the House would have risen
to vindicate the fame of the republic and the
sacred memories that cluster around the Capitolfrom the presence of the great national
libeller. Now. there is, we fear, not one true
patriot, not one bold, energetic statesman, not
one member of the House who has sufficientpluck to do his duty and move
for the removal of the Clerk- The whole duty
of a member of Congress now-a-daye, accordingto the indication of recent events at Washtnmowtn (*iDSAV
ji/^ivu, uiuj uc ouuiuicu uy ui luv/iuu^ A iwa~

wickian duelling, talking very big about peoplewho are at a safe distance, carrying pistols
into the House anil dropping them upon the
floor thereof, ranking ineffectual motions to
expel the reporters (who suffer the tortures of
the condemned in whipping the wretched trash
uttered on the floor into passable English) and
libelling women. Such a House deserves such
a Clerk, and will, no doubt, endorse his conductby its silence. Let us ?ee.

Proposfp Amfuican Ixtkrvkstiox in thb

CuiNKsK W m:.. I B'4 Uoftlon Hoard of Trade
have applied to the New York Chamber
of Commerce nod to the Philadelphia Board
of Trade to join them in a memorial
to the federal government to indnce it
to offer its services as a mediator between
China on one side and England and France on

the other, so a? to prevent a recurrence of hostilitiesbetween those Towers, and a useless
pilling of human blood. The New York Chamberof Commcvce have taken no action as yet.
and we have not beard of tl^ Philadelphia
Hoard niching any movement in the matter.
Whuttbis- bodies will do we are not prep&ieuto b*); but as it ia for the iUciCiL, of

RSPAY, FEBRUARY 9, H
American commerce tbat there should be peace
iu Chiua. we should not be surprised if the
merchant* ol New York and Philadelphia would
accede to tbe proposition of "the solid men" of
Hoston; and as, in a diplomatic sense, it would
promote tbe interests of this country with the
Chinese government to interpoao in a war for
which they cannot have much relish, there can

be no doubt that Mr. Buchanan's administrationwould offer its mediation, if it thought
ouch a movement would be acceptable to
England and France. But in view of the
extreme probability of the contrary, it is
not likely that our government would assume

puch a delicate position, unless requested to
do so by one or other of the belligerent parties.
But should the government at Washington

volunteer its good offices, England, we are confident,would not accept the offer, for she has
)>een too badly whipped on the Peiho to becomereconciled to China till that disgrace is
wiped out by a lesson in the art of war which
the Chinese will not soon forget. The pride of
our transatlantic cousins demands vengeance
and satisfaction, and their interests require it,
too; for until the Chinese have received a severedrubbing from John Bull, they will laugh
at all his overture! for the establishment of
satisfactory commercial relations between the
two countries. As it ia, the children of " the
Central Flowery Land" think they are the suneriorsof thfl outAtrin Rrittah hnrVi»rt!ins. and it
will take at least one or two bloody battles to
net them right on the subject. Then, perhaps.
American mediation might do good.

In the meantime, we would suggest that, as

charity begins a< home, the Boston merchants
would turn their attention to the prevention of
the shedding of human blood on American
eoil. The blood of Americans ought to be
ntore precious in their sight than that of John
Chinaman, and the stability of our government
ought to claim a little more of their regard
than the relations between two European governmentsand the far distant Chinese. The
English have been long, and without avail,
making a tremendous fuss about our negroes,
which is a matter entirely of our own concern,
while the same amount of zeal mfght accomplisha vast amount of good if applied to the
amelioration of the condition of the white race

of their own nation. The Bostoniantf appear
to be following their example in gettiig up an
excitement about tne slieciaing orwnnese
blood at the other side of the globe. |m thein
first try their hand in preventing njL into
Virginia, and in putting, down the ^Lpant
treason and fanaticism around them, v^kh, if
allowed to go unchecked much longdjMpmet
result in the dissolution of the UnionShd a

civil war in which American blood will Ar in
torrents.

TnE Harper's Ferrt Triai.s.Coxncriox or
Stevens axo Argiment of His Coi xsei-.In
another page we publish an eloquent speech of
Mr. Sennott In defence of Stevens, tried at
Chariestown for being concerned in the Harper'sFerry treason. Though it is plausible,
and even contains much of what is tnio, it
could not save the unfortunate prisoner. Indeed,a portion of it was calculated to do him
irreparable damage, by exciting the political
prejudices of the jury.
When Mr. Sennott says that the era of fraternalgood feeling has passed away, and that

brother is quari%lling with brother in these
"dis-United"' States, and that the chief
cause of it all is the professional politician,"the feeblest production of the decay
of American statesmanship.a thing that has
neither heart nor brain, but only a tongue
and a belly," we think he so far speaks
the truth. But he does not go to the root of
the matter. He assumes that if Garrison
had been let alone, and not made a sort of
martyr of by being half hanged, the abolition
sentiment never would have gained ground in
the North. That may be true. But we go a

step further back, and say if Garrison had not
commenced a crusade against the South he
would not have been molested; and though we
are opposed to all violence, we think that the
sentiment which prompted a Boston mob to
lynch Garrison was more creditable to the city
than that which afterwards effected the rescue
of a fugitive slave out of the hands of the officersof the law and murdered a Marshal of the
United States while acting in the discharge of
his duty. The feeling which animated the peopleto put a rope around the neck of Garrison
was more patriotic than that which inspired

Ki- A. if.. 1 f i *
im'iu 01 iuiu w ciuiuuize me irauor jonn

Brown. Had there been no Garrison, there
wonld hare been no John Brown and no Aaron
Stevens to pay the penalty of the crime to
which his teachings incited them. And Garrisonand Giddings deserve hanging more than
either of these unhappy men.

Mr. Sennott docs not class Garrison and
Phillips and Howe among the professional politicians.but among his most esteemed friendsmostorthodox on slavery; and he claims for them
the right to say just what they please against
slaveholders, and the right of all to go and hear
thorn. lie says that the professional politicians,
who are as " numerous and as useless as the
thistle and the burr," take advantage of the
anti-slavery agitation, and fan the flame for
their own base purposes. But if the incendiaryfire had not been kindled by Garrison, Phillips,Giddinge, and such men, the politicians
could not fan it. And is not the fanning of the
Qame the very thing that his friends Garrison
and company most desire? Little they care by
what means the conflagration gains headway,
if it burns fiercely. It matters not that the
politician who throws pitch and turpentine into
the fire is " a bankrupt shoemaker, who prefers
to swindle and go half starved rather than
work and pay his honest debts.-' He is just the
man for them. Mr. Sennott admits that the
North has no right to meddle with the institutionof slavery in the South, but he says the
people of the North have a right to the free enjoymentof another institution of their own.the
right of free speech, the right to abuse and denounceslavery and slaveholders to their hearts'
content.a right, indeed, which Mr. Sennott is
not backward to exercise even in Virginia,
where he anathematises "slavery and its abominations,"and calls it "the detestable thing."
Now, we deny that the people of the North have
this right. It la licentiousness, and not liberty.
For it is a condition of true freedom that we
most not abuse it to the detriment of our fellow
citizens. Tho men of Boston, It is admitted,
have nothing to do with Southern slavery.
Why, then, do they assail an institution for
which they are not responsible, if they desire to
irainiain good neighborhood? What would
people thick of tfee sincerity of the man who,
cocctdiug he has no ri^hi to cieddle

m.
in the domestic affairs of his neighbor, and desiresto keep on the best terms with him, yet
goes into the street, harangues a crowd and
denounces him as a monster, as cruel to his
family, and as committing all sorts of abominationsin his own bouse? Clearly he
would be pronounced a hypocrite, for he
does interfere most effectually in his neighbor'sfamily affairs by stirring up hatred, and
perhaps violence, against him. Garrison and
his fellow agitators have kept denouncing the
South till at last they have not only produced
an invasion in Virginia, but raised a great
party against the existence of slavery in tho
Southern States, and therein lies the danger.
Tbe rank and file are sincere, though the politiciansare not. Mr. Sennott says the North is
conservative, but is so busy making money
that it has no time to put down the rascally
politicians, loafers and rogues, some of whom
go to Congress, ''not to consult, but to vituperate.''The North, therefore, is responsible
and highly culpable. But, says Mr. Sennott, it
will soon turn a new leaf. We hope it will,
for assuredly it i« time to look after our own

dwellings when our neighbor's house is on fire
from the torch of the incendiary.
Ovr 8Hipn.NO News and Its Importance..

There is no journal in the world whioh gives
fuller and more accurate shipping news than
the Nkw York Herau>, or expends a larger
amount of money in procuring reliable intelligenceof that character from all quarters of the
giouu. nine waa wuen lAoya s List was the
Bole oracle and authority upon shipping affairs,
and it was referred to in all cases with confidence.
When a ship was mining for any length of time,
every one looked at Lloyd's; but if Bhe wws not
reported there, they concluded that she waa
lost to a dead certainty. Owners and insurance
companies relied upon it implicitly. Now
Lloyd's List is in a measure supplanted in Englandby the London Shipping Gazette, a monster
paper, nearly as large as the London Times,
which is entirely devoted to ship news, and is
published every day, at the price of $35 a year.
But the New York Heraij> has taken the lead
of them both. It publishes daily in its two or

three columns of small type as much shipping
intelligence as the mammoth London Gazette
has spread over its face in large type, and
this only as one department out of many. The
Herald is consulted and relied upon with the
fullest confidence by ship owners and insurance
companies, and there is not now, perhaps, in
the whole world a board of underwriters or an
insurance office that does not keep the Herald
oo file.
To the ordinary reader It may appear that

our shipping news department is only two or
three columns of space thrown away; but let
them remember that it represents interests, in
the value of vessels and cargoes, of from fifty
to a hundred millions every day, and every
day fresh interests are satisfied. It is a medium
of consolation and security to thousands of
people.to insurance companies, to shareholdersin vessels, to exporters and importers, to
wives, fathers, mothers and relatives of crews
and passengers. The few words which do not
fill half a line, announcing the arrival at a
certain port of a certain ship, are a record of t^e
deepest interest to numerous parties who®
fortunes may be involved in her safety, an<V
the friends and relatives of from fifty to five*
hundred people. In like manner the simple
words "spoken" in such a latitude and longitude,with reference to a vessel about whose
safely the darkest doubts had gathered, are

messengers of hope to thousands of aching
hearts. The numerous personal applications
tvi n<1A V<e art/1 n am* aMaa Ami 1m
uiauo wj inuKB «uu vwcio an viu viutc ivi iU"

formation aboat missing ships, and the letters
we receive from all quarters on the same subject,are carious, and often fall of romance;
mothers eagerly soliciting intelligence ofsome
bright-haired boj seeking his ragged fortune
before the mast; wives, whose hearths are

swept to welcome the expected sailor, tearfully
inquiring for news of the ship too long due;
and others anxiously earnest for the fate of
those who have sought for pleasure or for
health beyond the sea.
To all these.and theirname is legion.theuninterestinglooking crowded columns ofour ship

news department are the most important part of
the paper. Thus vast commercial interests,
and the dearer interests of affection, are alike
subserved by the full, reliable and accurate informationwhich our shipping intelligence conveysevery morning from all parts of the
world.

Acakmit or Mcpic.Mifw Path i> tub " Barber or Struts.".The" Barber of Seville," an opera which is not
distinguished for its attractive qualities in these latter
days, when tbo public runs rather to Verdi than Rossini,
drew a very large audience last night, the house being
more numerous and dislingvi than on the first night. The
cast of the "Barber'' included Miss Pattias Rosina, Brlgnolias Almaviva, Ferri as Figaro, Susini as Btrtolo, and
Amodio as Banno. n is not our purpose to enter into a

detailed crlticipm of the performance, which was an exceedinglygood one. Next to Miss Patti'g Rosina,
which waa sung exquisitely, and actod with the most
charming coquetry, and Brignoll's Almarivn, in which
rife ho displays a wonderful araouut of aprit for him,
Sosinl's Barlolo attracted the marked attmtion and ap
plauso of the house. The artists throughout wero perfectlym rapport with the audience, who relished the " Barber" as If it was entirely fresh to them. Such is the power
cf this charming work when expressed by artists who are
equal to the performance of its several roks. The whole
performance was received with the greatest favor, and
Miss Tatti won cspecial honors in tbe singing lesson,
where she introduced two Knavish songs, much to
the gratification of the audience. Such interpolationsmov offend the purists, but they always
Oclight the popular car. As half the fun of the "Barber"
is lest tn those who do not understand Italian,it may be
only fair that a little English should be introduced at an
oflset, aril, if we arc not mistaken, Miss Patti is sound in
her precedent, having the example of Mallbr&n anl ~'ontsg.Tbe ww populi goes, of course, with the popular
favorite. For tbe finale of the "Barber'1 Signor Muzio
has written a charming waltz, which displays. In the most
ample way, tbe vocal wealth and executive brilliancy of
our young prima dimia. 8he sang the piece exquisitely,
and made an appropriate finish to an excellent performance.On Friday. "Der Freischulx" is to be Riven,
with a fine cast and a grand mite en tccn*. The performanceis worthy of special attention, as tbe first of tho
opera (Italian version) at tbe Academy.

IxntRAKT Talkvt is Distrbb..An entertainment is to
be given at the Spingler Institute on Friday next, In aid
or a young Southern authoress, who has been diaabied
by iilneta (rem literary labor. The programme comprisesdueta and songa, by the UMm Gallic, and dramaticreadings by Mr*. E F Ellctt. The tickets are only
fifty cents each, and we trust that the praiseworthy
character of the effort will inaure for it a libera! support.

PRonaoR Tor*Aire' Lkttkks..This course of lectures,
which baa attracted so much attention amongst scientific
people, will be brooght to a close this evening. In his
dtooonrae of to-night Professor Youmana will troat of the
Intimate relations which oxist between the realms of mind
and matter. Those who have a taste for Investigations of
this character will do well to go to the Cooper Inatitute
and hear this Interesting lecture.

Tint Em Snuwr Canffntorns.Rwcm at trk Thkscr
Thiitu; -.Va mm thii II. Maiicurtain. Dm dirAr.lAr rJ th«

French theatre, baa announced a performance by his companyfor Thursday, the 1*th of February, for the boncflt
of the families of the victims of tho Elm atreet trajedy.
It is to be hoped that the patrons of the French drama
will second the liberality of the manager la this effort to
tid Um faivi for lb; c£ iLv ii&yrert.

NEW8 FROM THE STATE CAPITAL|
The Albany Htfctnsy Coquetting wiM
Mayor Wood.Fierce Fight o?cr the
Terkor'i AppoUtmeatt-SUtc Medical
8crt»tf ! Semiloii.State Agricultural
Society.Mayor Wood ud Joihaa nH
Glddlap la the Legislative Hall.Prl
Rata Aiall-Tolllag Railroad ronnagl
.Bills Noticed, Ac. I

OCK BrBClAL ALBANY DESPATCH. I
Auulht, Feb. 8,1800. I

Tbe National Democratic Convention at Syracuse haw
set the managers of the democratic Regency fluttering^
-~cav't vtwviw/ s w. umto uvwuw bu M uow UftTDKMH
at tlte strength that Mayor Wood la drawing around blm.l
Tbey see that many persons who have not heretofore!
atta:bed themselves to either tide are now falling!
'n with Wood, and that be is taking with him th«l
true democracy, leaving onlv the trading and speculating I
band wbo are running the Tammuny machine and the I
Albany Regeney as a matter of speculation and nothing I
else. This Albany mutual admiration and oonfldenco I
band are to day under great tribulation. The formadable I
sbow made by the Wood party has oonrinced them I
there Is great danger that they will not I
be allowed an Inside view of the Charleston I
Convention. Dean Richmond has been tolographed (or* I
wbo came on In bat bast*. I
The Regency baa been under great travail this after- *

noon. Attempts have been made to approach Mayor I
Wood, on the part of dagger, with a view of a cea»pro. I
mise. The only reply that Mr. Wood baa given wan, thai I
he could not compromise principle. Thus have they \k I
<xtse convinced that they have only the office holder. I
witk them, with no one to back them up, and are now I
peeking protection under the winge of Ms. Wood to pre- I
rent being let out on the cold. I
The Senate has had a decidedl* ha «"> » ®

seeakm over the appointments for Harbor Miate**- After
fllllbueterlng for tome time, they succceded ip oonflrmlng
R. Murray and Mr. Barber, and then c*i*^ * long pull
and a strong pull upon Van Valkcnburg, upon which tbero
was no small amount of speech*} to*- Tb°y Anally reacheda vote which stood a tie, t>e Lieut Governor giving tho
casting vote turned the ecalr against this appointment of
Weed's. A motion wm made to reconsider, which, after
feme dfecuwinn, lies over i»til the next secret session.
Ffven republican Senator voted against Van Valken.
burg, ay follows:.Mann, Hammond, Truman, Lapham,Hrotcr, Billhoute and ? P. Murphy.The next struggle was upon Mr. Murray, of Brooklyn.Upon bim Mr. Sptnota usod bis usual mode of defeatingblm by talking in all directions.
The Senators, at seven o'clock, becoming tired and

buugry. at'I there still being no prospect of adjournment,
a supply of tome four gallons of oysters were sent
in to them to stay their appetites. Still tho
battle raged. Fierce and more fierae was the clash of
arms, with but iittle prospect of triumph on either slae
b< fore the gray dawn.
The struggle continued until half past ten o'clock, when

the doors of the Senate were thrown open for the first
time to over ten hours. The result of to-day's labor ia
tbe confirmation of all the appointment* sent in for HarborMatters and Port Wardens but Messrs. Van Valken
bury and Lounsbury. Party diet will pnt them through
next week. ,

Ibis seems to be a day of conventions: the city of Albanybaa at least her share of them. Last week the
anti slavery band and the Women's Rights advocate* held
forth ill ffVmlncr mIam W<» Kawa
of tho State holding forth in the City Hall under )the name of the "State Medical Society," it being
their fifty-third annua) meeting. The attendance is said
to be larger than at any former meeting. Tboy are now
considering the health of the citizens of the 8tate, and endeavoringto find some new name to give to the aches and
pains of the human frame. Their proceedings thus far
hare been marked with more practical common senso
than is usual with that class of conventions, and should
they continue in the course at present marked out, their
proceedings will be of tome tmportanoe. Their sosaion
this morning has been an interesting one, and seems to be
attracting considerable attention from the Albanians.
The State Agrlclutural Society met in the Assembly

Ch»mb#r at twelve o'clock to day and organizod for the
coning year. The Treasurer's report was read, showing
their finances for (he last year to be in the fbllowing condition:.
Receipts »J4,410 26
Expenses 16,724 19

Balance on band $5,689 07
Etmira was fixed upon at tbe place for holding tho

next fair, and Bon. B. N. Huntington, of Rome, Oneida
couiity, circled as President for the coming year.
The socio ty is quite numerously represented here by B

solid and substantial looking set of men, who exhibit practicalbusiness talent, instead of gas, as is the case with all
pumicci buovi'uuuuB, WIIOBU mcuuwnuH wuutnow

of working.
The House commenced Us session this morning at nine

o'clock, in order to give the State Agricultural Society the
use of the Assembly Chamber at twelve o'clock.
A large number of petition* upon various suWssts were

presented, a-majority being upon the question of pro rata.
It b scmetimes amusing to see the arrangements entered
into to prefect these petitions. In order to combine oertain
inteies's, which is probably never thought of only by
'hose who are in the secret; yet, nevertheless, it has ita .

influence. l et one of the members along the line of the %
proposed Albany and Susquehanna Railroad offer a
pro rata petition, or one for tolling railroads, he is
sure to follow it with one for an appropriation
for the Albany and Susquehanna road.as much as to inimateto the friends of pro rata, yon most not forget
us. This course of presenting petitions has led man; to
believe that an arrangement has been made between the
Herds of those two projects to help their different
cbemes.
The privilege of the floor of the House was this mornirgunanimously granted, upon motion of Mr. Burns, to

Mayor Wood during bis stay in Albany. Soon after the
passage of the resolution Mr. Wood made bis appearanco
within the bar of the House, and was immediately surroundedby friends. Is fact, during bis stay about the
legislative ball, be was as much a lion as if he had been a
foreign ambassador.
A resolution was also adopted allowing Hon. Joshua R.

Giddings, who is now in Albany, the privilege of the floor.
At the time of the passage of this resolution he was in the
lobby* bobbing around amongst tho third bouse operators,
many of *hom are anxious to obtain some light iu regard
to the John Brown raid; but I imagine that they found
themselves about as wise when they left as they were beforethey 6aw him. This famous representative of the doctrinesand dogmas of the Western Reserve is looking remarkablywell, and to all appearance could stand many
more campaigns in the cause which he has so long advocatedon the floor of Congress.
There are also a number of ex-Governors and Senators,

as well as other notables, in the city, who, with the
enormous lobby, make Albany exceedingly lively, and
bring a godsend to tbe hotels.
Mr Varian made his minority report from the Select

Committee on Pro Rata freight, taking tbe ground that the
(mage of a law of tlift*. kind would be injurious to the
capita! invested in the railroads, agaicHtbe best Interests
of tbe State.injurious to the commerce of tbe Commonwealth,nnd especi*My deleterious totbe city ofNew York.
in fact, taking about the rame ground that has been ad-
vancea py Messrs. inompsou ana tiawiey ueiore mo
committee. His repott is not as lengthy as Ihatoftho
majority, bst presents tlio arguments spraicst tlio passage
of tbe" bill In a cVar stylo. TUc report is not
fi«ncj by Mr. ConckHug, although he disagrees
with tbe majority report. Mr. Varum alto offered
the followii/g resolution:.
Betol*ed, That the te«tlmnnv*taken before the Fslest Commit

beod the Pro Rut* iirlcbt bill le printed forthwith. in oonnectionwith (be report of the minority of said committee and
placed upon tbe files of members.

Mr. Flagler. Chairman of the Select Committee, opposed
the printing of the testimony, stating that- there was no
testimony that came officially before them; certainly a
singular statement, after tbe committee havo spent two
weeks' time listening to tbe arguments offered on both
sides of the question.

There seems to b« a fear on the part of tbe friends of pro
rata that the testimony and arguments will come to light,
so that all the members, and even their constituents, will
sec it.

Mr. Millikcn favored the printing or tbe testimony, bat
the subject was laid upon tbe table nntil to morrow. Pro
Bata being put down as tbe general order for to-morrow,
we may be ahle to furnish further evidence of the fate of
this bill before the Legislature. The friends of the measuretake every opportunity to press it before the House,
as if fearful ibat the railroad towers will prevent a vote
being taken. We may look for an exciting time upon lbla
question when it fairly corors before the Assembly. Thero
need be no baste as regards the Senate, for I consider Its
pa*page there certain. A number of the members who
sre put down by tbe railroad parties as against It I am
satisfied will doogc the question, thus making the rnajori-
ty ror » large.
But very little was done in the Senate this morning beforethey went into executive session. A number of rerooti'trancswere presented against changing the landing

of the Long If land steamboats from the lower part of the
city to some point above the foot of Grand street, stating
thst puch chance would be haztrdoog to the best Interests
of the travelling public, 4c.
Senator Connoliy made a lengthy report from the committeethat bas had the subject of tolling railroads under

consideration against the passage of a law imposing toll on
the tonnsge of railroads, upon the ground that It is entirelycontrary to the interests of the State; that Its consequenceswill be disastrous; that it will bring us into disrespectand collision with other Statea, and
hat It is contrary to the spirit of the age.
His report Is an able one, bnt will bare but little weight
belore the Legislature, although he bas clearly shown
that it would be injudicious to the commerce of New
York, jts a Senator remarked only yesterday, "the Govcrnorhas recommended Its passage, and It mast, tturefore,bo adopted by this Legislature." That fin* in hU
micd was argument enough, and overbalanced all other
considerations. . , , ,

the fame feeling 1 find exists to a grett extent in the
Assembly, or. In other words, a determination to go for
it blind, all because it has been recommended by the Rx
ecutive of the State Tbe sooner political measure*
of this kind are brought to a vote, and the members show
their hands, the better for tne interests of the people.
The executive scrsion to (lay, ujon uie appointments or

the Governor, «n a lengthy and stormy oru>, luting
ten boor». The (Heads of the different appointees were

banging about, anxious to know the fkte of their Mends.
In f»c1, tbey bare been on the rpii rir* for the last two
days, fixing matters op to lighten fte"labors of the executivesession to day.a task which it seems they found
somewhat difficult, notwithstanding the importunities of
the Regency in favor of the ratiOration of the appointees,
which the acting Governor ratitod at once.
Among the bills noticed in th^Senate this morning,mi

one by Senator Mannierre. telating.to the foreclosure aad
sale of the New York and Erie Railroad:.
itotatL btto smuot»Md «04 iktln


